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TEACHING BY CORRES- 
PONDENCE 
Never was there an age in the history of 
the world when it was so true as it is now 
that "Knowledge is Power." There is no 
single thing so essential to success, in what- 
ever calling, as education. No matter what 
a man's work, he can do it better if he is 
well informed, for it means accumulated 
power behind the task. With the progress 
of civilization, both national and personal, 
problems are becoming more and more com- 
plete, so that keener and more alert minds 
are required to solve them. 
The lessons that America learned from 
the war were many, but one of the short- 
comings which most strongly impressed us 
was the need of a broader education in 
solving all our problems. And the chief 
value in educating the adult is to broaden 
his intelligence so as to make him a better 
citizen. The result is that our educational 
institutions are unable to cope with the de- 
mands made upon them in recent years. 
Our normal schools, colleges, and univer- 
sities are overcrowded; classes are too 
large for efficient work; individual atten- 
tion to the student is out of the question; 
and many of those in actual attendance for 
a certain number of terms or years are al- 
lowed to graduate and receive degrees with 
but little real knowledge of the subjects or 
personal contact with the instructors. 
Then, too, there are multitudinous fac- 
tors at the present time militating against 
the continued attendance at school; many 
individuals are forced to conclude their for- 
mal education at either a very immature age 
or before they have secured sufficient know- 
ledge to make them proficient in their var- 
ious occupations. Professor Hazelton E. 
Simmons, and President Kolbe of the Mu- 
nicipal University of Akron, Ohio, concur 
in the prediction that the university of the 
future, as indicated by present educational 
trends, will be an extension school carried 
on largely by correspondence. There are 
thousands of students now enrolled in the 
correspondence courses offered by recogniz- 
ed schools, particularly by the state univer- 
sities of Ohio, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Col- 
orado, Florida, and the University of Chi- 
cago, and Columbia University in New 
York City. The state universities are par- 
ticularly interested in extension work, be- 
cause it is their duty to serve all people of 
their state in an educational way. 
The home study courses have been es- 
tablished to furnish instruction to that great 
number of young men and women who de- 
sire to pursue systematic courses of study 
at home. It is intended to help those whose 
actual attendance at school or college is im- 
possible, or to supplement the work of those 
taking courses in different institutions of 
learning throughout the country. 
It has been said that the great fault of 
personal attempts at an education is that 
the learner is a blind leader of the blind, 
and therefore runs a great risk of never 
getting anywhere in particular; but exper- 
ience has shown that satisfactory instruc- 
tion can be given in a very wide range of 
subjects by the correspondence method. 
The benefits derived, however, depend to a 
large degree on the seriousness with which 
the student pursues the work. 
The motive for pursuing a course of 
study by correspondence arises solely out of 
the desire to become better educated. As 
the Hon. J. A. O. Preus, Governor of Min- 
nesota, said: "When we stop learning, our 
intellectual growth stops. A man who does 
his work without learning something new 
each day will be doing the same kind of 
work next year and ten years from now." 
There is a reason for every condition ex- 
isting among men; but when the problem is 
carefully scrutinized it leads to the conclus- 
ion that one has either been his own friend 
or his own enemy. The individual has 
either settled down, satisfied to become a 
mere cog in the wheel—a little specialized 
piece of machinery to do a certain task— 
or has realized that "Knowledge is Power" 
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and has sought it. The main things which 
prevent persons from acquiring useful 
knowledge are laziness, weakness, self-in- 
dulgence, or procrastination. 
The correspondence student, although 
he does not come in contact with the per- 
sonality of the professor, may offset this 
disadvantage in several ways. He is the en- 
tire class—studies all the text himself and 
does all the reciting, which obviously is not 
the case in resident study. The subjects 
taught during attendance in school, the in- 
formation gained, and the association en- 
joyed are valuable, but they are far less im- 
portant than the mental training and the 
habits of thought which are developed 
through systematic study. Many people go 
through school or college as though endur- 
ing an unpleasant task. They are mentally 
sluggish or retarded and become easily dis- 
couraged when the class advances faster 
than they are capable of doing. In corres- 
pondence courses they advance just as fast 
as their personal qualification warrants, 
thus obviating the discouragement due to a 
too rapidly advancing class. Furthermore, 
correspondence schools require each student 
to perform every bit of work and answer 
every question in his course. In the class 
room a student gets the opportunity to an- 
swer perhaps not more than a question or 
two a week. If he is lucky in answering 
that many and can "cram" for his final ex- 
aminations, he is apt to "get by"—to his 
own detriment. 
By its very nature home study must be 
thorough. The student prepares and sub- 
mits for inspection every lesson in the 
course, whereas a classroom lecture is ad- 
dressed to a large group. The instructor 
reviews the work, directs criticism, and 
gives extra Instruction as the occasion de- 
mands. In this way, the student covers 
more work, for in reality all the questions 
are answered instead of only a few. It is 
actually true that in most cases the home 
student receives more personal attention 
than does the campus student. Precision 
and definiteness are vital elements in the 
lesson. The student must answer the ques- 
tions so clearly that there will be no doubt 
left in the mind of the person reviewing 
the recitations. This is a very valuable 
factor, for the writing out of problems cul- 
tivates exactness and impresses the memory 
as no other means can do. Business men 
complain of the inability of young people 
to express themselves clearly. There is no 
more valuable training in this regard than 
the experience gained in writing the an- 
swers to questions. 
A great advantage of a course by corres- 
pondence is that a judicious use of spare 
hours can be made. There are many stud- 
ies that the student could pursue, while em- 
ployed at work which prevents his attend- 
ing college. Even among those students 
who pursued resident courses at a college 
or university, there are many who would 
have wished to continue their studies be- 
yond the time they could spend in under- 
graduate or graduate work. The proper 
use of leisure time is an important factor 
in every life. The person who makes up 
his mind "that he who hustles while he 
waits will get what he wants," is usually 
the person who gets things. 
The late President Harper, of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, endorsed the work done 
by correspondence as shown by his state- 
ment: "The work done by correspondence 
is even better than that done in the class- 
room. The correspondent student does all 
the work himself; he does it in writing. He 
does twenty times as much reciting as he 
would in a class of twenty people. He 
works out the difficulties himself and the 
results stay by him." Such a statemenl 
from an educator having the reputation of 
President Harper should be ample evidence 
to establish the validity and position of le- 
gitimate correspondence schools. 
It is only continued study that makes it 
possible for an individual to get ahead and 
achieve things worth while. When educa- 
tion ceases, then intellectual growth stops. 
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The man who learns new facts as he goes 
along will each year be found doing some- 
thing more interesting and more worth 
while and in most cases more renumerative. 
A very large proportion of the world's suc- 
cessful men have grown through definitely 
planned courses of study. Reading may be 
the method used by some; evening or cor- 
respondence course by others. The method 
must be chosen according to the individual's 
needs; but study of some sort is imperative 
to success. There is no excuse for failure 
when every gate to advancement is wide 
open. Those who fall back have no one to 
blame except themselves. Their obstacles 
are not in front of them, but in the nature 
of their own thought and action. 
John J. Birch 
THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH 
OF TENNESSEE 
The hand that writes the pay-check rules the 
school.—W. J. Bryan. 
AS THE exponent of a lofty idealism, 
Mr. Bryan seems to have missed 
fire rather more lamentably and 
completely than usual in coining the above 
aphorism with reference to the Tennessee 
law prohibiting the teaching of evolution in 
the public schools. A brief syllabus of our 
criticism of this utterance is as follows: 
First, it is a vicious and ridiculous program 
of social action. Second, he does not mean 
it. Third, the thing that he does mean is 
nearly as bad. 
Time was when Mr, Bryan did not so 
complacently entrust the policies of govern- 
ment to the check-writers. It sets us won- 
dering how far he would carry the applica- 
tion of the principle. Undoubtedly the hand 
that writes the pay-check rules the chautau- 
qua, though we have not seen it so suc- 
cintly stated. It is currently believed that 
the hand that writes the pay-check for cam- 
paign expenses rules the candidates and dic- 
tates the platform. This may be slander, 
but why should it not be a welcome truth? 
If money is to decide what shall be taught 
in the schools, why should it not also decide 
the much less important matter of what 
shall be promised in a party platform? It 
is usually accounted a criticism of the 
church when the assertion is made that the 
hand that writes the pay-check rules the 
preacher. Doubtless it often does, and if 
Mr. Bryan's principle is the true one we 
may yet hear it boasted as one of the hither- 
to unrecognized merits of the church that 
it responds so promptly to economic in- 
fluence and articulates so distinctly the sen- 
timents of its financial constituency. Up to 
the present time, the heavy contributor who 
operates a sweat-shop or exploits child- 
labor and tries to control his preacher as 
he does his other employes has not been a 
popular figure in fiction, but he now has a 
serviceable slogan with which to start a 
campaign of vindication: "The hand that 
writes the pay-check rules the church." 
And how about the press ? Perhaps it is, 
or should be, ruled by the hands that write 
the checks for advertising and subscriptions. 
We know some papers of which this seems 
to be true, but they have not been generally 
regarded as exponents of the highest jour- 
nalistic ethics, nor has their purchased ad- 
vocacy been most valuable to the causes 
which they have espoused. The majority 
of newspapers, we are confident, have so 
far been free from the control of editor by 
counting-room, and we do Mr. Bryan the 
credit of believing that the same statement 
could have been made of the Commoner in 
the days of his editorship. 
The natural and unstrained meaning of 
the dictum which we have taken as our text 
is that school policies and curricula should 
be determined by the people who pay the 
taxes and, if that principle is to be applied 
fairly, that each tax-payer's vote should be 
given weight in proportion to the amount of 
tax that he pays. To see the principle in all 
its sordid ugliness, it should be realized that 
it logically involves the disfranchisement, 
for this purpose, of those who do not pay 
taxes and plural voting by those who do. 
